
PEOPLE OF PRO RUNNING - By David Griffin 

It's Easter Saturday 2020 and its all quiet at Central Park. 
For the first time since the war, there is no Stawell Gift. For the people of the town it's an empty, 
eerie feeling. 
I find myself thinking of better times and remembering the legends of days gone by. 

McNeil, Capobianco, Ravello, Ross and Howard are well known names. Some I saw run and some I 
didn’t. 
Not all heroes of the Stawell Gift are as obvious though. Some quietly go about their business with 
little fuss or fanfare. 
John Dalziel’s laugh is legendary. So is his smile and happy go lucky nature. He is typical of Stawell 
people. 

He has been a bit under the weather lately. You wouldn’t know it though. 

A Stawell man through and through, Dalziel's first memory of the gift was in 1955 when John 
O’Donnell won. 

He has seen the best come and go and remembers them all. 
The 73-year-old ran as a pro for 18 years. He got close to his dream sash at Stawell in ‘77. He ran 
third in the 400 metres. 
This Easter was to be his 35th on the Stawell Gift Committee. Like everything, that celebration is on 
hold. 

Remarkably there has been a member of the Dalziel family at the Stawell Gift since its inception in 
1878. 

That tradition is likely to continue. Dalziel has nine grandchildren. They all love Easter at the gift. 

The Stawell Gift will resume one day, and Pro runners will head back to Central Park. The town will 
come alive again and there will be a chance to celebrate not only John Dalziel but every other person 
behind the scenes that make this event great. 

ESPISODE 8: JOHN DALZIEL 

“I am an ordinary bloke, but I just love the gift. It’s the highlight of the year for me and my family. 

We have a house full of visitors, meeting up with old mates and former athletes. The whole town 
comes alive but it’s just not the same this year obviously. 

This year it feels terrible. It's lonely and it’s a very strange feeling. I don’t really know what to do. It 
doesn’t feel like Easter. 

In the lead up to this weekend we are normally putting up tents, setting things up, watching the track 
get cut and putting the lines on the oval. 

My family has been involved at Stawell forever. My great grandfather John was a foundation 
member. He was the mayor of Stawell. His blacksmith shop was in the Central Park gardens. 

His son Alan Dalziel was president in 1933. My father Jack was president for the 100th year in 1981 
and I was president for the 110th Gift in 1991. 

This Easter I would have been on the committee for 35 years. 32 of those years I was a judge. 

I remember when Bob Goldsworthy used to bring his stable to stay at my Grandmother’s home in 
Stawell. I watched them train, have rub downs. I just loved it. 

I retired as a runner in 1981 but one of my great memories from Stawell was in my second season. I 
ran in the white colour next to Bill Howard who went on to win his second Stawell gift. I had a great 
view of his brilliance, the best view in Stawell you might say. 

For me its always been about family. There was a time when there was three generations on Central 
Park. My father Jack was on the committee, I was timekeeping and my kids Wayne, Lisa and Amanda 
were collecting the colours. 

All my grandkids, Ashley, Luke, Jesse, Chloe, Emily, Madison, Angus and Imogen have been colour 
kids. Jade is the youngest at seven years old and she might do the colours next year. 
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I have loved watching my son Wayne compete. He has had a lot of setbacks with illness and injury 
but has lots of courage and has never given up. I am proud of the fact he is still going, and he loves it. 
He has had a second and third at Stawell in the 550 metres. 

His daughter Emily is now running and is progressing well. 
Watching my grandson Ash Cowan win the Backmarkers 1600 and the Victory mile was a highlight. 

The best Gift run I have ever seen run was Ravelomanantsoa in 1975. He ran 12 seconds dead three 
times and won on a wet track. He was amazing. He warmed up on the concrete near the scoreboard. 

Harry Downs from Portland was a terrific athlete. He ran a four-minute mile off scratch almost every 
time he ran. One year they ran him behind scratch. 

One of the best races I ever saw was by the American John Smith in the 400 metres. He ran 46 
seconds from scratch, on grass, going around the field. They called him the quarter horse. 

Then you have the likes of Cathy Freeman running from scratch and winning. Amazing run. 

So many great memories. 

Stawell has meant a lot to my family, but it means a lot to many families. 

I feel very honoured to be part of this club. It has history and it’s a unique part of Australian sport”. 

Stawell Gift 
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