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VICTORIAN ATHLETIC LEAGUE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday 6 August 2017
Lakeside Stadium, Albert Park
AGENDA
1. OPENING AND WELCOME
2. VOTING ELIGIBILITY
3. APOLOGIES AND ATTENDANCE
4. ACCEPTANCE OF 2016 MINUTES
5. REPORTS
a. Presidents report
b. Chief Executive Officers report
c. Strategic report
d. Rules/Clubs/HRP report
6. CONSTITUTIONAL MOTIONS
7. SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
8. LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD
9. VALE
10. PRESENTATION OF AWARDS/RECOGNITION OF CLUBS
11. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
12. FIXTURE
13. FINANCE REPORTS
14. GENERAL BUSINESS
15. FORUM
Meeting closed

1. OPENING AND WELCOME

2. VOTING ELIGIBILITY
Ararat, Ballarat, Bendigo, Castlemaine, Maribyrnong, Daylesford, Euroa, Geelong,
Maribyrnong, Maryborough, Northcote, Ringwood, Rye, Sandringham, Stawell, St. Albans,
Stonnington, Terang, Trinity, Wangaratta, Warrnambool, Yarra Ranges.

3. APOLOGIES AND ATTENDANCE

4. ACCEPTANCE OF 2016 MINUTES
2016
VICTORIAN ATHLETIC LEAGUE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MINUTES
Sunday August 7th 2016
Lakeside Stadium, Albert Park
OPENING AND WELCOME
Mathew Boyes welcomed everyone to the meeting and outlined the agenda and
proceedings for the meeting.
VOTING ELIGIBILITY
Albury-Wodonga, Ararat, Ballarat, Bendigo, Braybrook (Maribyrnong), Daylesford (Cricket
Willow), Euroa, Geelong, Keilor, Maryborough, Meadowglen, Northcote, Ringwood, Rye,
Stawell, St Albans, Stonnington, Terang, Trinity, Wangaratta, Warrnambool, Yarra Ranges.
APOLOGIES AND ATTENDANCE
Apologies –
Attendance –
Tom Burbidge (CEO)
Mathew Boyes (President)
Brian Marantelli (Director)
Sue Dunbar (Director)

Todd Ireland (Vice President) Andrew McManus (Director)
Terry O’Donnell (Director) Celia Cosgriff (Director)

Malcolm Berg (Keilor)
John Henry (St Albans)
Rick Dunbar (Northcote)
Nick Weaver (Maryborough) Andrew Muhlhan (Trinity/Stonnington
Neil Macdonald (Bendigo) Warren Sinnott (Bendigo)
Peter O’Dwyer (Ballarat)
Scott Shillito (Ballarat)
Dan Martin (Ballarat)
Wally Pasquali (Wangaratta)
Adrian Tinetti (Daylesford) Arron Downs (Athlete)
Neale Gunning (Athlete)
Nila Blennerhassett (Life member)
ACCEPTANCE OF 2015 MINUTES
Moved: John Henry

Seconded: Neil Macdonald

REPORTS
President’s report
Chief executive officers report
Sub-committees report
Chief Steward’s report
Handicapper’s reports
Moved: John Henry

Seconded: Malcolm Berg

CONSTITUTIONAL MOTIONS
Nil
SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
Nil
LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD
Nil
VALE
Bernie Kelly
Orm Burton
Don ‘DFG’ Wilson
John Carr
John O’Donnell
Bryan Barmby
A minute’s silence was observed to remember those that graced our sport.
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS/RECOGNITION OF CLUBS
President’s Award – The Tinetti Family
For their dedication and contribution to the Daylesford Gift and the accompanying
community and charitable characteristics of the event.
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
Arron Downes, Neale Gunning, Todd Ireland and Andrew McManus were duly accepted as a
Director of the Victorian Athletic League.
There was no voting process in this year’s election due to moderate nominations.
CALENDAR
The 2016-2017 fixture was presented and it was noted that the VAL are still in discussions
with some clubs regarding their date.
GENERAL BUSINESS
Wally Pasquali (Wangaratta) explained that the cycling would no longer be a part of the
Wangaratta meeting however the woodchop would remain. Prize money is also expected
to increase.
FINANCE REPORTS
Moved: John Henry
Meeting end: 12:25pm

Seconded: Arron Downes

5. REPORTS
a) President’s report
In writing this report I reflect on what has been another strong season for the sport. 2016/17 season
represented a year where we saw strong participation numbers at our meets, where in fact I believe
numbers where greater than they have been for many seasons. Another pleasing factor is our junior
ranks which continue to grow, this as we all know are the future of our great sport.
I’d like to thank Tom on another successful season and his efforts in his role as CEO, especially the
passion, hours and drive he shows. I along with the rest of board continue to look forward to working
with him in improving our systems and processes and to the continued growth of the VAL, I know we
have the best product that people want to compete in.
The operating position of the league for the 2016/17 season continues to be strong. This in turn allows
us to reinvest in the sport and our systems to provide a better experience for all, for example this
season saw us acquire a second finishing system.
All clubs are to be congratulated on the success of each meet and for their continued support of the
VAL. I know working together that we can provide our community with an attractive sporting activity
that people want to compete in.
I extend my thanks to the Handicapping and Stewarding Panel, including Brian Marantelli, Graeme
Goldsworthy, Darryl Nettleton, Colin Lane and Wally Meechan for their hard work under constant
scrutiny which comes with the job. Along with these people I also wish to extend my thanks to all the
officials of the V.A.L. and clubs from Starters to Finishing Operators, this includes Nila, Sue, Perry and
the McDonald’s for their tireless efforts at each meet. At this time, I like to especially thank Sue
Dunbar for her tirelessly efforts over many years, in operating timing and the wind gauge, with
acquisition of new systems, Sue no longer needs sit there each week, but can now sit back and enjoy
the event from the sidelines, once again thanks Sue.
I would like to personally thank each member of the board for their continued contributions to our
sport.

BOARD UPDATE
As part of my report this year we as board felt it important to highlight areas of significant
achievement for the past season.
These in turn our due to you the participants and the clubs, but most importantly in turn are from
the efforts of our CEO, Tom.
These achievements include: •
•
•
•
•
•
•

The sport having one of the best season to date, this is highlighted by registrations being up
and in turn entries are on average up by 100 per meet.
Continually improvement in the website/IT.
The introduction of VAL YouTube channel, by videoing of finals.
The production of the Jason Richardson video which introduces the sport.
The creation of a year book, the finished product looks fantastic.
Increased social media presence.
Photo finish system - automated the system, which meant a reduction/reliance on manual
intervention.

CONCULSION
I believe us as a Board and you the V.A.L. member clubs, along with our athletes continue to play a
pivotal role in growing and moving our sport continually forward and relevant for generations to
come.
I would like to thank the Board, the athletes and all the clubs for their assistance and support in the
past seasons and wish one and all the best for the coming season.
Mathew Boyes,
President V.A.L.

b) Chief Executive Officers report
The Victorian Athletic League has continued to show growth in many areas over the past 12 months.
I’m honoured to announce that the 2016-17 season was the most successful during my time in the
role of CEO.
With a reduced number of committee members after the 2016 AGM, the league was delighted to
accept the casual appointment of Stephanie Mollica to the Board whilst continuing to seek more
female representation. Stephanie’s extensive background in pro running and her strategic skillset
played a valuable role through the season. I’m looking forward to an ongoing collaboration with
Stephanie.
Administration:
The expansion of the VAL has been more noticeable over the past 12 months in comparison to
recent years. More hours applied to casual staff has resulted in a higher coverage of the league and
greater interest & interaction within our existing members. With plenty of room for further growth,
our online presence took a big leap forward this season with the introduction of the VAL YouTube
channel and the release of our very first yearbook. The results from our online growth has been
increasingly positive in recent years and I am confident that these initiatives will ultimately result in
a higher membership base.
The planned development to the website will continue to be a slow but scalable project. For many
years, the league has been using multiple platforms to manage registrations, entries, results,
information and databases. This multifaceted landscape has several excellent features that have
evolved over time however these systems have grown largely independently from one another and
have challenges working in tandem. Exploration into alternatives highlighted the benefits of rolling
these operations onto one platform. This would allow for more streamlined processes and far
greater productivity. The costs involved in this exercise are very significant. As we continue to
explore the switch to one platform, we are mindful of the progress towards a national pro athletic
body. More about the national concept is in the strategic report.

Clubs:
Scheduling of meetings was challenging for the 2016-17 season and ultimately resulted in slightly
fewer meetings. With each club facing their own set of challenges, the league set out to provide the
best fixture for all our members. Unfortunately, it became impossible to appease all clubs. The
league considers a range of criteria when sanctioning the fixture each season. The criteria used
includes the age of the meeting, history/tradition, prize money/sponsorship, number and categories
of races, ROI, state & national fixtures, back to back meetings, location, impact on officials,
spectators and more. It has become more evident that VAL administration and the clubs require
more frequent communication and I endeavour to better facilitate this in the future.
Season highlights:
• 130 more members joined the VAL this season than last season with a total of 942
registrations. The most in the last decade. This increase resulted in an average of 100 more
entries per meeting across the season – a great achievement. With an incredible contingent
of junior and female athletes, we also displayed a greater level of equality with respect to
prize money. Clubs have done an outstanding job in helping to attract more females to the
sport with their contribution to equality.
• Sandringham was back and became a fantastic season opener for the VAL. A huge day with a
big race card including AWD events and a very professional live stream to go with it.
Congratulations to two-time Paralympian Don Elgin who managed the event.
• Castlemaine was back and proved itself a very worthy meeting, winning the VRTA Meeting
of the Year. I congratulate organiser Darryl Nettleton for his endeavour to put on such a
fantastic meeting with all the trimmings and one percenters we all love.
• AJ Macdonald continued her fantastic work behind the scenes on social media. This season
AJ’s contribution saw the recording of every race final which resulted in the new VAL
YouTube channel. Many thanks to AJ and Michele Taylor for their management of this
initiative.
• Financially we confidently purchased a second Finish Lynx photo finish camera and
introduced new operator Perry Cohen to the photo finish team. The purchase enabled Sue
Dunbar to move on from officiating and enjoy watching the family compete. Sue’s valuable
and many years contributing will not be forgotten. Thank you, Sue!
• The first ever VAL Yearbook is something I am personally very proud to have achieved. The
designer of the book, Michele Taylor, has created something truly wonderful that can be
enjoyed by many as they take a trip down memory lane and recall ‘that special race’.
Michele’s production of the yearbook is one that should be valued by many and I can only
hope continues for many years to come.
• The appointment of Neil Jameson as our official Photographer paid dividends as he provided
brilliant shots week after week allowing us to showcase and advertise the vibrant sport of
pro running. Every image in the VAL yearbook can be contributed to Neil’s fantastic
photography.
My sincere thanks to all that make this colourful sport materialise week after week. Clubs, officials,
staff, board members, athletes, trainers, parents and sponsors play their role season after season.
Your love for the sport leaves me in awe.
Yours in sport,
Tom Burbidge
Chief Executive Officer

c) Strategic report
National League:
At the 2016 AAC meeting, all states agreed in principle that a national league is the most logical
avenue for the sport to progress across the country. The direction taken by the strategic committee
over the past 12 months has not been without consideration to a future national body. Small steps
toward aligning various areas of the sport have continued, notably with the South Australian Athletic
League. An example is the configuration of the junior athlete categories. With reference to the
growing number of younger athletes in the VAL, we will be introducing U/14 and U/18 race
categories in the 2017-18 season. This aligns with the same categories in SA. In exploring these
collaborations, we will now be looking to involve the other state bodies in the discussion on how to
progress forward towards a national league.
This season the VAL supported the development and management of the NSWAL website. Moving
their site to the same platform as the VAL, we could provide assistance to the NSWAL committee
and improve the communication between the two states. We have agreed to continue our support
of the NSWAL site for the 2017-18 season and simultaneously furthering our understanding of
creating a national league.
Child Safe:
New Child Safe standards were required to be introduced from 1 January 2017. The new standards
meant that organisations responsible for children would need to put in place:
• Child safe and codes of conduct
• Screening, supervision and training processes
• Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse
• Strategies to identify, reduce or remove risks of child abuse
• Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children
• Inclusive approaches for children with a disability, Aboriginal children and children
from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds.
Introduction for New & Prospective Athletes:
A video featuring current VAL athletes has been produced and will be used to educate new and
prospective athletes about pro running and the VAL. The video targets the basic introductory aspects
such as collecting/returning colours, marshalling, prize money, officials, programs, results and
progressions etc. This is hopefully the second instalment of a series of education videos about pro
running.
Trial Meetings:
This season we trialled 3 ‘come and try’ meetings that we scheduled when no other significant
amateur meetings were held. Unfortunately, this wasn’t as successful as we had hoped and only a
small number of athletes take up the offer.
Strategic Committee,
Andrew McManus, Mathew Boyes, Stephanie Mollica, Neale Gunning, Tom Burbidge

d) Rules/Clubs/HRP Report
Handicap Review Panel report
The review panel made up of Noel Rexter, Brian Marantelli and Terry O’Donnell continued to
monitor the handicap regulations being followed by the handicappers.it must be pointed out that
this panel is there to make sure regulations are followed and advise the handicappers when
required. We can only suggest and direct if regulations not followed but will not overrule if all
regulations are followed.
Graeme- Goldsworthy – Graeme continued to administer the sprints well. Those that continued to
compete to the best of their ability were rewarded. Those that tendered to throw some doubt into
their performances were closely monitored. Overall wins were spread more this year with
backmarkers and frontmarkers all featuring. We believe the bonus of winning during the year and
receiving a guaranteed mark at Stawell has worked and we will be continuing this next season.
Darryl Nettleton - Darryl had the biggest job with the women, middle distance and juniors. The 400
metres during the year produced exciting finishes. The junior ranks continue to increase and the
practise of giving all a competitive mark works well. However, we need to monitor and be aware
that all juniors are different with some improving dramatically one season to the next.
The women’s event continues to prove the most difficult with performances varying so much during
the year. However, this season wins were spread and no one female dominated which has been the
case in the past.
We are now looking at the situation with the younger runners who in junior ranks are encouraged
with generous handicaps to make them competitive and keep them in the sport but as pointed out
improve dramatically year to year.
Colin Lane- In his first year Colin was willing to listen, assess and take advice. He handicapped all to
be competitive and again wins were spread. He has learnt a lot from this and hopefully distance
running will benefit. Unfortunately, the distance running has declined Australia wide which this year
the VAL, VRTA and VCCL have recognized and tried to put in place certain incentives to stop this
decline
Going forward we intend to look at appointing a junior handicapper next season which will take the
pressure off Darryl.
Handicap Review Panel,
Terry O’Donnell, Noel Rexter, Brian Marantelli

Rules & Clubs Committee report
The clubs and rules committee met every month prior to the full board meeting.
From a rules perspective, we discussed and acted on numerous operational issues that
continue to present each year such as;
•
•
•

Progression from heats to semi-finals and finals
Handicapping guideline irregularities
Changes to the minimum number of AP’s in events such as the Masters sprints and
the Women’s 400m events for next year
• Role of the race day referee and its relevance
• Changes to the Women’s penalty tables
• Definition of 1600m Restricted eligibility
• Determination of the Stawell Gift lifts at the start of the season
These and many other items were discussed and voted on before being taken to the full
board for final approval.
From a club perspective, we began the year by monitoring the events that each club ran the
previous season, looking at how the different events and distances were spread throughout
the season. Where appropriate we made some recommendations to some clubs where
there were gaps in the programming, to help maximise entries for the club and the VAL.
Regular items such as prizemoney break up and handicapping limits for particular races
continue to come up from time to time. The clubs committee encourage any club who are
unsure of their responsibilities in these areas to contact the office. A member of the clubs
committee will be more than happy to liaise with you and help you get these things right,
and in line with the VAL rules. We encourage clubs to familiarise themselves with the
minimum time between heats and different events when programming their event, to
ensure the day flows smoothly, and to go over the pre-race checklist in regard to the clubs
responsibilities. Once again please give us a call if you need help in this area.
Rules & Clubs Committee,
Todd Ireland, Sue Dunbar, Brian Marantelli, Arron Downes & Terry O’Donnell.

6. CONSTITUTIONAL MOTIONS
Nil

7. SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
Nil

8. LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD
Nil

9. VALE
Max Norden, Bob Soulsby, Liam Meechan, A.B. James, Bill McCann

10. PRESENTATION OF AWARDS/RECOGNITION OF CLUBS
This year the President’s Award is being presented to Cartha McKerrow for his outstanding skill and
dedication to race calling. Cartha’s voice has echoed across the VAL circuit for over a decade and is
widely regarded as one of the all-time best race callers with the VAL.
His first VAL race call was part of the Telstra Series at the VFL in 1995 on ABC and his first track race
call was a night series at Aberfeldie in November 1995. Cartha has called at 11 Stawell Gift meetings
since 2006 and called the Gift race 10 times.
On behalf of the Victorian Athletic League and the entire pro running community, we sincerely thank
Cartha for his lively, informative & energetic contribution to the sport.

11. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
Nominations:
•
•
•
•

Mathew Boyes
Terry O’Donnell
Sue Dunbar
Stephanie Mollica

12. FIXTURE

13. FINANCE REPORTS
14. GENERAL BUSINESS

FORUM

SPONSORS
The Victorian Athletic League wishes to thank its sponsors for the 2016/2017
Season. Support the sponsors that are supporting the development of our
sport.

