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1

OPENING AND WELCOME

2

VOTING ELIGIBILITY

ALBURY-WODONGA, ARARAT, AVONDALE HEIGHTS, BALLARAT, BENDIGO,
BRAYBROOK (MARIBYRNONG), DAYLESFORD (CRICKET WILLOW), EUROA,
GEELONG, MARYBOROUGH, MEADOWGLEN, NORTHCOTE, RINGWOOD, RYE,
STAWELL, ST ALBANS, STONNINGTON, TERANG, TRINITY, WANGARATTA,
WARRAGUL.
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APOLOGIES AND ATTENDANCE

Apologies –

Attendance –

4

ACCEPTANCE OF 2013 MINUTES

A copy of those minutes are included in this document for your information.
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2013 MINUTES V.A.L. AGM 28/07/2013
LAKESIDE STADIUM, ALBERT PARK, VICTORIA

Opening and Welcome
Mathew Boyes welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance.
Voting Eligibility
ALBURY, ARARAT, AVONDALE HEIGHTS, BALLARAT, BURRAMINE, BENDIGO,
BRAYBROOK, CRICKET WILLOW, EUROA, KEILOR, MARYBOROUGH, MELTON
HARNESS, NORTHCOTE, NOBLE PARK, PENINSULA, RYE, RINGWOOD,
SANDRINGHAM, STAWELL, ST BERNARDS, ST ALBANS, STONNINGTON,
TERANG, VRTA, WANGARATTA, WARRAGUL

Apologies and Attendance
Apologies:
Allan Murphy
Chris Blackwood
Di Blackwood
Adrian Tinetti
Terry O’Donnell
Dennis Turner
Frances Connell
Peter Lawless
Warren Sinnott
Phil Roger

Euroa
Warragul
Warragul
Daylesford
Braybrook
Maryborough
Burramine
Burramine
Bendigo
Ararat

Brian Morgan
Donna Clarke
Andrew Muhlhan
Peter Norman
Jeremy Irvine
Rob McIntosh
John Henry
Richard Wearmouth
Bill Sutton
Neil Macdonald

Ringwood
Ringwood
Stonnington
Stonnington
Stawell
Stawell
St Albans
Terang
Burramine
Bendigo

Attendance:
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Greg Jinks
Wally Pasquali
Todd Ireland
Tom Burbidge
Craig Foley
Shane Woodrow
Peter Emerson
Glen Hooper
Roger Watkins
Kevin Perry
Shane McKenzie
Brian Marantelli
Mathew Boyes
Andrew McManus
Sue Dunbar
Graeme Watkins
Graeme Goldsworthy
Tom Burke
Mark O’Brien
Nila Blennerhassett
Rick Dunbar

Avondale Heights
Wangaratta
Director
Albury-Wodonga
Albury-Wodonga
Ballarat
Ballarat
Maryborough
Maryborough
Ararat
VRTA
Director
Director
Director
Director
Handicapper
Handicapper
Observer
Director
Administration
Northcote

Acceptance of 2012 Minutes
Moved: John Henry (St Albans)

Seconded: Bill Sutton (Burramine)

Carried
Reports
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

Presidents Report
Chief Executive Officers Report
Administrators Report
Sub-Committees Report
Chief Stewards Report
Handicappers Reports

Constitutional Motions
NIL
Special Resolutions
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NIL
Life Membership Award
The Life Membership Award was presented to Brian Marantelli
Vale
Leo Clurey
Leo Quinn
Nancy Cummins
Ron Normington
Chris Perry
A minutes silence was observed to remember those lives and their contribution to our sport.
Presentation of Awards/Recognition of Clubs
NIL
Election of Directors – Vote 6 nominations for 5 positions.
Andrew Muhlhan
Craig Foley
Peter Emerson
Mathew Boyes (re-nominating)
Sur Dunbar (re-nominating)
Terry O’Donnell (re-nominating)
Nominees all addressed the gallery. John Henry spoke on behalf of Terry O’Donnell.
A vote occurred and the following were duly elected:
Craig Foley (2 year term)
Peter Emerson (2 year term)
Mathew Boyes (2 year term)
Sur Dunbar (2 year term)
Terry O’Donnell (2 year term)
Scrutineers: Tom Burbidge, Graeme Watkins, Graeme Goldsworthy
Calendar
Keilor and Noble Park will be having ground renovations and will not be conducted in
2013/2014. New meetings to be confirmed are Geelong and Trinity.
General Business
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Shane Woodrow (Ballarat) read a letter raising concerns regarding timeframes for
information and club payments. Concerns regarding the delay of information were
acknowledge by the board and solutions were provided by Tom Burbidge. Club
payment scheduling will be discussed between the clubs and the CEO.
Greg Jinks (Avondale Heights) recommended that the board seek an administrative
role to support the CEO. This was accepted and noted as a likely possibility in the
future.
Rick Dunbar (Northcote) questioned whether the clubs will receive a full copy of the
financial statement. Mathew Boyes responded and acknowledge that this will be
sent to the clubs.

Finance Reports
Moved: Bill Sutton

Seconded: John Henry

Forum








1.

John Henry questioned the distribution of board meeting minutes. Mathew Boyes
ensured they will be sent out on a monthly basis.
Shane Woodrow acknowledged the passion and dedication of Andrew Muhlhan,
stating he should not be discarded by the sport and recommended that the board
work with him in the future. This was supported by Wally Pasquali.
Wally Pasquali asked the directors if they viewed the board as having too many
members. Andrew McManus responded with his view that the board would be
more functional with 5 or 6 members.
Peter Emerson spoke about the possibility of sweepstakes meetings in the gaps in
the calendar. The board acknowledged and will discuss at the next meeting.
Shane McKenzie recommended that clubs consider having an U20 800m to promote
more junior distance runners.
Brian Morgan continued Shane’s topic stating the lack of distance runners at
Ringwood.
Andrew McManus spoke to members encouraging them to become increasingly
involved with other aspects like the awards night, creating a more engaging
environment for all stakeholders.

Meeting closed at 1:15pm
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6
6.1

REPORTS
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The 2013/14 season as with most seasons was kicked off at Melton and then the VRTA, along with
meetings at all our traditional venues, along with new meetings at Geelong and Trinity. It was great
to see participation numbers increased at all our meets and that the numbers are increasing in junior
ranks.
This season was the first as CEO for Tom. It has seen an increase in registrations and competitor
numbers at all meets, along with the implementation of new relationships and processes. Tom is to
be congratulated on his efforts in the role as CEO, I along with the board look forward working with
Tom to continue to grow the VAL.
All clubs are to be congratulated on the success of each meet and for their continued support of the
VAL. It is with sadness we were informed recently that the Burramine Gift would not be proceeding
in 2014/15. They have been great supporter of the VAL and I know will be greatly missed on the
calendar by one and all.
At this time I would like to extend my thanks to all the officials of the V.A.L. from Starters to Finishing
Operators, this includes Nila, Sue and the Cox’s for their tireless efforts each year.
I extend this thank-you to the Handicapping and Stewarding Panel, including Bill Sutton, John
Holloway, Graeme Goldsworthy, Graeme Watkins, Darryl Nettleton and Wally Meechan for their hard
work under constant scrutiny which comes with the job.
We have no members resigning from the Board at this time and as I understand all current members
are standing to be re-elected. Accordingly I would like to personally thank each member of the current
board for their continued contributions to our sport.
I would especially like to thank those members of our sport who are receiving life membership this
year for their continue efforts and support to our sport.
The coming season will see a new meet at Sandringham, along with the introduction of a new timing
system for the sprint track. This along with continued improvement on our systems we hope will
continue to improve your experiences with the VAL and continue to improve our great sport.
I believe, we as a Board and you the VAL member clubs can play a pivotal role in moving our sport
continually forward and relevant for generations to come. I encourage all of you to get involved at
whatever level you can, whether that be with a club or VRTA. If all of us can better recognise the time
and effort others (runners, trainers, officials, volunteers, employees & clubs) put in and look to share
ideas I believe we have the knowledge and skills to continually improve the sport of professional
running.
In conclusion I would like to thank the Board, the athletes and all the clubs for their assistance and
support in the past three seasons and wish one and all the best for the coming season.
Mathew Boyes
President V.A.L.
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6.2

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

It is with pleasure that I report on the success that was the 2013-2014 Victorian Athletic League
season. Many changes have taken place over the last 12 months and I am delighted to say that they
have largely resulted in triumph.
We started the season with a new online experience including a new website with an integrated
registration and entry system. This created a streamlined portal for athletes and coaches whilst
providing staff with a user friendly, reliable and contemporary resource. These improvements have
resulted in the improved efficiency in dealing with enquiries, entries, and the management of
memberships and finances.
We increased our direct email database by over 600 members, now totalling 2000. This database is
well supported by our social media presence with a substantial increase of followers on Facebook
and Twitter. These features have significantly improved the reachable audience for the League.
Many thanks to Brian Marantelli and Greg Hilson for their contribution in these areas.
Junior athletes were a key focus of the League heading in to the 2013-14 season. The introduction
of at least one junior race at every meeting was a great success with junior athletes entering an
average of almost 3 races at each event they competed in. This addition to all competitions
contributed considerably to the increase of total entries at every meeting during the season. Thank
you to the VRTA and to the VAL for supporting this initiative. I hope this achievement can gain
further traction and position these athletes in good stead for the future.
Working alongside Athletics Victoria, Little Athletics Victoria and School Sport Victoria we were able
to scratch the surface of the marketable product that is professional athletics. Starting in November
at the Victorian All-Schools Championships, the VAL had a display set up for three days. 2500 flyers
were distributed as well as a promotional video on the big screen played throughout the three days
of competition. I would like to thank all those that took the time to discuss our great sport with the
parents, coaches and athletes throughout this competition.
Glenn Turnor (Athletics Victoria CEO) and the Athletics Victoria team provided the League with an
opportunity to conduct a 70m sprint race on the infield during the Zatopek competition. Along with
the traditional 300m event, this was a fantastic occasion to showcase professional running to the
amateur audience. It was a great opportunity and a pleasure to work alongside AV and LAV for the
state’s biggest amateur competition.
A special thank you to Dean Paulin (Little Athletics CEO) for his time and effort in conducting the
Little Athletics races at Stawell. I look forward to continuing the relationships with all of our
amateur counterparts in showcasing all that athletics has to offer.
The advertising and marketing of our sport was given a big boost by new Board member, Peter
Emerson. I commend Peter on his resilient endeavours to secure four fantastic races during the KFC
Big Bash matches at the MCG.
New advertisements in the Stawell Gift programs were received with praise. The inclusion of the
2014-15 calendar in these programs for the first time enhanced the awareness of the League and the
complete season of events. These advertisements reached thousands of people including parents,
spectators, athletes, coaches, media personal and little athletics participants.
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The improvements in our systems as well as the increased level of participation has the League in a
strong and focussed position. Attention has now been placed on the processes and systems
involved in the weekly competitions. The purchase of new timing equipment and software, along
with the automation of some of the official’s roles will be a big step forward in furthering the
efficiency and professionalism to our meetings and staff.

Highlights snapshot:








Increased athlete membership from 739 to 920
Direct email database increase from 1380 to 2000
Rise in participation across all meetings
New meetings at Geelong and Trinity
Inclusion of Junior races at all meetings
New policies including Privacy Policy & Website Terms of Use
Commenced the rebranding of the VAL
o New website and online systems
o New & improved relationships with external bodies
o New logo

Finally I would like to thank;










The VAL Board for their support and trust in my visions for the sport. Especially Mathew
Boyes for his time, patience and the financial support provided by the Harper Group.
All of our tribunal panel members – Jason Pennell, Simone Bailey, Ben Ihle, Ross
Cunningham, Glenn Turnor, Stephen Johnson, Rick Trusler & Leon Cassidy.
Our Official Photographer Tom Burke.
Our League and Series Partners: SportzBiz, Broo, VRTA, VCCL, Dual Heating & Cooling and
East Malvern Bendigo Bank.
Peter Emerson & Craig Foley for their first year on the Board.
All of our officials, especially Bill Sutton and Bob Astill who have retired from their respective
roles with the VAL.
All Clubs and their committees for their patience with me over the last 12 months and more
importantly the outstanding contribution to the League, the athletes and all involved in
professional running. The amount you do is not underestimated or undervalued, it is greatly
appreciated.
The Burramine Gift committee for their contribution to the sport for over 60 years.

Tom Burbidge
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6.3

SUB-COMMITTEES REPORTS

Clubs Committee – Todd Ireland, Terry O’Donnell, Brian Marantelli, Peter Emerson, Tom Burbidge
As per the strategic plan, the objective of this committee is to ensure the development of and
survival of the clubs.
All members of the sub-committee have been or are still currently involved in the running of their
own meetings, so we are acutely aware of the time and effort that goes into ensuring your meeting
is a success. For that reason each club is allocated a liaison person from the committee to help with
any issues that may arise.
If they haven’t already done so, clubs should familiarise themselves with the “Guide to running an
athletic meeting” document that was produced some years ago. This document itemises a list of
non-negotiable items and other club responsibilities that each club must comply with. There are a
number of points that continually crop up that clubs need to be aware of and they include the
following; provision of a backup timekeeper, prize money distribution, refreshments for officials and
programming of the meeting.
Our committee is more than happy to peruse the proposed timetable of your meeting prior to the
programme going to print, to try and short circuit any potential programming issues.
Obviously over time the demographics of the running population alters and clubs need to be mindful
of this when arriving at the type of events that should be offered. Before deciding on what events to
run, feel free to contact one of our committee to offer suggestions on ways to maximise your
entries. Clubs are encouraged to invite a committee member or our CEO to one of your preparatory
meetings if you feel the need for some direction in this area. This has already occurred with
members of our committee meeting with Stawell to debrief after their meeting at Easter as detailed
below.
One area the Clubs committee is very conscious of is the need to keep prize money offered at a level
that makes this sport an attractive option, and not a financial drain on the athletes. With so many
other recreational options for people these days we have to continually reassess the minimum prize
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money levels to retain the runners we have and encourage new athletes into the sport. The higher
the prize money, the higher the entry fees are that we can charge.
All of us on the clubs committee are aware of the importance of the clubs in ensuring we have a
prosperous sport.
We have been proactive in helping some of the clubs with review reports. The sole purpose of this
function is to help clubs improve their meetings & bring possible weaknesses to the clubs attention,
but not to criticise. This season we conducted in depth reports for Wangaratta, Maryborough and
Stawell to assist them to improve or tweak their meetings.
Board member & Clubs sub-committee member Peter Emerson met with the Maryborough
committee at a Maryborough committee meeting to present the report. The ideas on the report
were discussed at length, plus we discussed their ideas to improve the already extremely successful
meeting.
Tom Burbidge & Peter Emerson attended a monthly committee meeting at Stawell in February to
discuss the lead up to Easter & to iron out a few concerns SAC had, plus to create a timeline which
we met. Their attendance was very well accepted by SAC committee, as it had been many years
since the VAL CEO or a board member had attended a regular committee meeting.
Terry & Peter went to the May SAC committee meeting to present a summation report &
recommend some changes/improvements to them for future Stawell Gifts. These points were
discussed at length some very passionately which produced a very healthy debate. Again their
presence was appreciated by SAC members.
For the 2013/2014 season we implemented the new method of payment to clubs by now paying
clubs by EFT before their meeting, not on the day or the following week with a cheque. This will be
very beneficial to the club’s cash flow at their busiest time.
These important points confirm we are now proactively communicating & working with the clubs to
try to help them where ever they may need assistance. We are available at all times & if your club
would like us to write a review report we will be more than happy to produce one for your meeting.
We welcome any questions or feedback as to how we can make the task of running a meeting
easier.
Todd Ireland (Chair)
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Women’s Advisory Committee – Sue Dunbar, Shane McKenzie, Craig Foley, Katie Moore, Sonya
Pollard, Anna Pasquali, Tom Burbidge
We met at three meetings during the season and have also corresponded by e-mail throughout the
season.
Our main aims are two-fold. The first is to provide support, assistance and encouragement to female
athletes, particularly those who are new to our sport. The second is to liaise with the clubs. We hope
to make clubs aware that the increase in women competitors will make it financially viable to
provide women's only events, particularly at the bigger meetings.
We hope that clubs will gradually move away from combined women's/veterans events. We realise
that the numbers aren't there at the moment for woman's distance events, but sprint events at the
bigger meetings will justify this argument. In addition the W.A.C. are keen for clubs to consider semifinals in women's sprint events where the numbers warrant this.
We had a very productive meeting with Neil McDonald from the Bendigo committee during the
season.
We discussed the scheduling of events so that the majority of female competitors would have the
opportunity to run on both days of their carnival.
The W.A.C. were also keen to have the women's 400m final before the men's 400 final on the
Sunday evening as they felt that the woman's event was not getting the same recognition as the
men's event. We were very pleased that the Bendigo committee agreed to support our request.
The Bendigo Women's sponsorship group have offered a $3000 prize for the women's "black pearl"
400m event to be held in 2015. The final will be scheduled to run on the Saturday evening as part of
the "women's day" promotion of their carnival. The W.A.C. is very appreciative of the large increase
in prize money and has endorsed the move back to Saturday for the final.
Our committee is looking forward to continuing our work in the coming season and hope that clubs
will feel comfortable in seeking our advice concerning women's events.
Sue Dunbar (Chair)
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Finance Committee - Mathew Boyes, Brian Marantelli, Mark O’Brien, Sue Dunbar, Tom Burbidge
The results of the last twelve months sees a turnaround from a loss for the league, to a profit. This
position is as a result of the new entry system, improved office procedures and increased entries and
registrations.
The major expenditure in last 12 months was on this system and a new website.
The board has approved expenditure for the next 12 months on a new finishing system, which is
being funded by the $2 equipment levy and current reserves.
Mathew Boyes (Chair)

Rules and Governance Committee - Andrew McManus, Mathew Boyes, Sue Dunbar, Tom Burbidge
Change in government law has required the Board and the Rules and Governance Committee to
engage Pointon Partners to review our current constitution, the result of this has been forwarded to
our clubs and will be voted on today at the AGM.
The committee is also in the process with our CEO in reviewing all the regulations. Any changes for
the 2014/15 season will be released shortly. As it is large document we expect this review to
continue over the next 12 months.
Mathew Boyes (Chair)

Marketing & Junior Development Committee – Peter Emerson, Craig Foley, Mathew Boyes, Shane
McKenzie, Sean Law, Andrew McManus, Andrew Muhlhan, Tom Burbidge
As a new committee to the VAL, the committee was introduced to look for new opportunities to
help the sport grow. There were many steps made to improve the profile of pro running, but not all
goals were achieved.
The major success for our sport was the fantastic result in our ever growing registrations over the
previous season up 24.7%. This represented an increase of 183 registrations.
For this season we had 200 new or first year registrations. Our new category of Junior registrations
was a magnificent success. In the above figure approximately 75% were juniors under the age of 18.
We deliberately targeted this age group when the athletes are starting to leave Little Aths. This will
be an excellent base for the future years for the sport to grow from and flourish.
This season we were proactive in having brochures printed which were distributed at various
amateur events, plus school based championship events with the sole purpose of aiming at the
Junior athletes to spread the word of “pro running”. We spoke to a lot of families that didn’t know
how to enter the “pro” events. We believe a portion of our Junior registrations came from these
brochures.
The event we also base our sport’s success is the Australia Post Stawell Gift. This season Stawell
experienced a healthy growth of 10.5% in their entry numbers, which was financially beneficial to
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both SAC & the VAL. This shows the sport is heading on the right direction. We will continue to work
with SAC to assist the growth of their meeting, which will flow on to all other clubs due to our
handicapping system.
One of the key strategies of this committee is to grow the sport through exposure of our sport
outside of our regular events. A major event was launched this season at the KFC Big Bash 20 Twenty
cricket at the MCG. Gillette through Chemist Warehouse sponsored the Gillette Dash for Cash over
300m on the MCG before the Melbourne Stars home games of the KFC Big Bash 20 Twenty cricket.
We received excellent coverage at the MCG with the live video of the race, the athlete’s names &
marks, plus the VAL logo & web address on the big screen scoreboards, plus commentary over the
ground PA & an interview with the winner. The heats were conducted before the matches, with the
final ran at the half time break of their final home & away match and promoted to the 25,000 to
30,000 strong crowd during the first innings. The crowd really got into the races and the athletes
after the final received a sporting hero’s applause and even signed some autographs.
We are currently in negotiations with Melbourne Stars to grow the event with a major increase in
prize money to make this a serious event in the athlete’s eyes on our calendar.
We are currently looking to rebrand the VAL with a new logo to keep is fresh & moving with the
times. Our current logo has been in place for over 15 years and we believed it was time to freshen
up the look of the VAL along with our new website launched in September 2013. Tom is working on
this project & hopefully will be able to display our logo for the first time today.
Some other innovations we want to happen this coming season is to offer further exposure to our
sport & its sponsors through live streaming of the commentary of each meeting via the VAL website.
This will allow followers and spectators of our sport plus family & friends of the athletes to keep up
with all that is happening, plus it will promote our club’s sponsors more so to have their brand
spread wider & further.
We also hope to generate further funds through advertising on our website. From our online entry
system we gather solid numbers of traffic which will be attractive to companies looking to target our
competitors & our sport.
We are working hard to source additional sponsorship & funding for the sport. Peter Emerson chair
of this committee, Tom Burbidge & Mathew Boyes all met up the Hon Damian Drum, Minister for
Sport & Recreation plus Minister for Veterans Affairs at Stawell with the view to meet up with him in
a formal meeting to request state government funding. We are yet to have the second meeting but
we hope to meet with the Minister in September. Peter Emerson & Evan King met with the Shadow
Minister for Sport & Recreation Mr John Eren. This was a very positive meeting.
We have quite a few more boxes to tick and we will keep working to grow our sport in many ways
which will in turn benefit our clubs & the VAL.
Peter Emerson (Chair)
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6.4

CHIEF STEWARD’S REPORT

General Comments
The VAL has enjoyed a wonderful, enjoyable and exciting season of professional running which
deems well for the future. There has been an increase in both male and female competitors from
young runners to the sport. Older runners are remaining in the sport due to the interest and
enjoyment of competition levels and recognition provided to them.
Club Activity
I have noted this increase in activity in entries at the club level and the resurgent increase in
harmony and cooperation of the clubs. More clubs are clearly seeking opportunities to stage running
meetings.
Stawell Gift
I have observed that the cooperation and harmony between the Stawell Athletic Club and the VAL
was the best over recent years and resulted in an outstanding Easter Carnival.
The Stawell Gift is the “Jewel in the Crown” which makes it essential that the SAC and the VAL are
playing the same piano sheet.
Interrelationships
Board Members, appointed administration and officials have a vital part to play in making sure that
this sport continues to prosper and continues to progress in the positive direction.
To this end it is essential that the various levels of administration and their personnel clearly
understand the requirements of their positions and activate the necessary close relationships with
both their own club and interact with the other clubs. This means that the VAL Management must
meet regularly with their “clients”
Notable Events
The season was marked by a number of excellent events most notable with the following:
a.
b.

Meadowglen was organised and run by the VRTA and set excellent performance
standards for others to attain. For the season to come.
Geelong’s meeting on the foreshore Esplanade followed the high standard set by
Meadowglen. The committee is to be commended for their tremendous vigour and
enthusiasm in presenting an event which was recognised as the event of the year.

Issues
Like everything that is large in organisation, athletics is no exception. However, if we are to progress
these matters must be addressed. In some cases the following issues have been addressed but lack
the resolve required to cover the issues.
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a.

Starters: On too many occasions the starters were left to do the work of the host club
e.g. no starter’s assistants, no block removal staff or colour marshals. If we have no
guarantee of attendance from the club would it be possible to employ on the day boys
and girls at a nominal cost to the host club?

b.

Judges: We do not have professional judges but rely upon the good will of volunteers. I
have witnessed considerable and significant judging errors mostly in circle events

c.

Chief Judge: I do believe that the VAL appoint a Chief Judge who is highly experienced in
professional running. I am cognisant of the fact that this will involve a cost to the VAL
but it would address the issues of questionable results.

d.

Programming: Stawell were consulted on the issues of programming whereby on the
Sunday morning a lapse of 1 Hr and 17 Minutes elapsed before the professional events
began again. Could the matter be addressed in which the spread of events situated with
the intermingling with Little Athletics?

e.

Radios: The innovation of the portable radios was most constructive and positive. It
created a new level of communication between all parties, however all technology is
subject to human involvement especially when batteries fail to be recharged. Something so simple but so troublesome when not addressed effectively.

I would personally like to draw attention to the efforts Tom Burbidge who has done an outstanding
job in managing the organisation through an extremely busy season and a high growth period
I would like to thank all staff, related personnel, trainers and competitors who make themselves
available week on week and who are always available.
The VAL has gained in stature through your contributions to its organisation
I thank you all for allowing me to be part of this great and historic organisation
It has been a privilege and an honour to have served you in various positions.
W.R. (Bill) SUTTON
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6.5

HANDICAPPERS REPORTS

SPRINTS
For 2013-14 season I was responsible for handicapping the open 70m, 120m and 200m events.
We again had a large number of Interstate Athletes competing at our carnivals although they were
not as successful this year as they had been in previous years.
This season saw the arrival of a new athletic talent in Luke Stevens who was successful over the 70m
distance 4 times and won the Albury Gift in a very tight finish. This was a fine achievement in his first
season of athletics.
Nathan Riali, a second year pro runner was also highly successful making numerous finals and
winning the Northcote 100m Gift and the Ballarat Gift and 70m.
Luke Versace won the Stawell Gift in a very tight finish from Gus Carty-Cowling who won two 70m
races and was placed over the gift distance during the year.
I would like to thank Tom Burbidge and the office staff for their assistance during the season.
I would also like to thank Bill Sutton and John Holloway for their assistance and support throughout
the season which enabled me to have an enjoyable season of handicapping.
Graeme Goldsworthy

OPEN 400M, WOMEN’S 400M, 300M VETS, NOVICE, WOMEN’S SPRINTS AND JUNIOR RACES.
This was my second full year of handicapping Open events and from my point of view; things worked
much smoother this year. We had the most of the bugs ironed out of the online entry system, with
only the occasional late entries. This allowed for handicappers to work to realistic time lines on most
occasions. I look forward to Tom being able to organise direct entry of results into our spreadsheets
to eliminate one of the time consuming tasks we do on a weekly basis.
I thank Tom for his never ending support with him being able to give me information about new and
Interstate runners at all hours of the day and night.
OPEN 400m RACES
Again large numbers of circle runners graced our tracks last season in both Open and in the SportzBiz
400m Series. In our five biggest 400m races it was good to have a spread of runners that were able
to get into PB shape and be competitive. Congratulations go to Jacob Reed for his all the way win in
the Albury 400m and David Fenollar who showed that his second at Albury was no fluke by taking
out the Ballarat Backmarkers.
What a magnificent race this year’s running of the Black Opal at Bendigo proved to be with “young
gun” Cam Moss proving to be too good for Lawrence Coop and “old timer” John Adams and a brave
Brad Armstrong who made sure of a fast pace on the excellently prepared lightening tracks. A special
mention should go to Iain Douglas who ran off 1m and ran an equal personal best on the grass.
The Ringwood Gift went to the runner of the year in Luke Stevens who showed us just what a talent
he could go onto be, with an electrifying run.
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The Stawell Backmarkers had everything. There was an unlucky fall that involved Steve Fabris and
Fraser Heard just 15m out from the line when both runners were in contention. Iain Douglas then
had to hurdle both of them and have his chances ruined when he looked to be winding up to be the
winner. Then to top it off we had a dead heat for first between Cameron Clayton who fell over the
line and the other find of the season in Ryan McNamara, with South Australian Jarrod Dartnall inches
away in third place.
By contrast the Front-markers 400m was a popular victory to “coach of the day” in Brad Armstrong
who improved on his Bendigo run and his Ringwood second place to score an emphatic and
emotional win from South Australian David Girolamo and Wade Girrotto.
WOMENS 400M
This year we started slowly with numbers in women’s 400’s, with only twelve runners willing to
actually run the heats at Warragul. However we finished with nine packed heats at Stawell with
many of the field coming under the handicapper’s attention for the first time and with several of
them from interstate. The second running of the Bendigo Black Pearl was a sound victory to Tiffany
Boatman, from Natasha McDowell and teammate Alice Platten in third place. The BROO series
suffered from a lack of big numbers, except for the Rye leg of the series. This year’s final was a
triumph for Katrina Buckingham from a consistent New South Wales visitor in Susan Sinclair and the
young emerging talent of Jessica Paine. A special mention should go to Jesse Hart who won two legs
of the series and two legs of the SportzBiz, along with a 300m Women’s/Vets victory at Geelong in
what was a breakthrough season for her, that her stable-mates put down to her unbelievable
workload at training.
The Stawell Women’s 400 was a victory to the female runner of the year in Celia Gosgriff who
defeated the unlucky Anna Pasquali who has now been the runner up for the last two years. Rachel
Carnegie from the ACT was in third place.
VETS 300m
Week after week the veterans 300 races are a great spectacle at any meeting with great numbers
lining up and tight competitive races, often with the addition of the women these races always
provide close finishes. I believe we had a good spread of runners making finals throughout the
season.
Highlight of the year must go to Ballarat’s Andrew Drummond for his victories at Maryborough and
Stonnington, with a close third at Ballarat and his open 300m win at Maribyrnong. Andrew has
worked hard over the winter and has come a very long way since his first start at Maryborough
twelve months prior.
Stawell victory went to first year runner and Western Region boundary umpire in Leigh Rowbottom
aided by an inside run in a classic finish from Kim McDonough and South Australian Ali Saliu.
SPORTZBIZ 400m
Again, this series brings new runners into the sport and provides a springboard to go on to Open
company. This year’s final at Stawell was a closely contested affair with victory going to Albury’s
Carrick Gill-Vallance who got up in the last stride from Kaitlyn Bryce and the unlucky Danielle
McDowell who almost led all the way half a metre back in third place. Well done to all those who
entered the series with a good spread of young talent emerging throughout the season.
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NOVICE & JUNIOR EVENTS
This season was similar to last in that the majority of Novice race entries were by the juniors. Very
few of the older novice runners wanted to run any other race other than the Bill Howard race at
Stawell. This year’s running of the Bill Howard was won by last year’s runner up in Dale Lyons, from
junior runner Jarrad Castagna and Tom Morehouse. Many of the junior races were dominated by
William Kerr who kept winning, improving and decreasing his mark. The Stawell VRTA under 20’s
Series final was won by the ever improving Hamish Adams, while Jarrad Castagna showed a clean
pair of heels to the rest of the field to win the under 17 race. The girls under 17 race went to Ballarat
runner Talia Martin, who was re-handicapped in the final, broke and still managed to be in front at
the finish.
WOMENS SPRINTS
This was my first year in charge of the women’s sprints and I was pleased with the number of
runners that contested the races each week, with both junior runners, veterans and seasoned
competitors all being competitive. Congratulations go to Jessica Paine on her good early wins at
Maryborough and Rye as well as Sonya Pollard who was able to take out three small races
throughout the year. The major races were generally taken out by girls who got very fit and made
most of their marks. The Albury Gift went to Melissa Breen who won from a half metre behind
scratch, from a close up Celia Cosgriff and Karlee Bailey in third place.
The Ballarat Women’s Gift went to Celia Cosgriff, from Cara Boustead and Karlee Bailey.
The Stonnington Women’s Gift (the richest in Victoria) was a victory to Karlee Bailey, from the fast
finishing Kate Jones and regular finalist Kendra Hubbard in third place.
The Stawell Women’s Gift went to Ballarat’s Holly Dobbyn in sensational style from Sarah Blizzard,
the Bendigo winner, and yet another placing for Kate Jones in third.
I thank the other handicappers in Graeme Goldsworthy and Graeme Watkins for their help and
guidance and to Mark O’Brien for allowing me to often ask for assistance in his job as the head of the
Handicap Review Panel. I also thank Bill Sutton and the other stewards for their help throughout the
season as well as Nila for her never ending devotion to tasks. I look forward to the season ahead.
Darryl Nettleton
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DISTANCE
Season 2013 – 14 started with numbers in distance events well down in the pre-Christmas Carnivals.
A new Carnival at Warrnambool had very small numbers in 3200m event. Only 7 runners. Likewise
on the same weekend the Terang Gift meeting attracted only 12 runners in the 1600m and 16 in the
800m. Whereas Warragul managed 19 participants in the 1600m, only 16 fronted the start line, two
of which were South Australians. These numbers at regional events are concerning. I would suggest
the mark for winning be reinstated after one start off the adjusted handicap. And 2nd and 3rd to
receive a tick if the performance was deemed satisfactory.
An issue that I addressed in last year’s review is that of athletes that have won a race (races) during
the season, then receiving another penalty at the beginning of the new season. This smacks of a
“double whammy” and is discouraging for athletes. With numbers fairly thin early in the season for
distance races, I feel scrapping this extra penalty is in order. Athletes such as David Haig, who have
been great supporters of the VAL, will receive an extra penalty that will effectively wipe him out
from winners’ calculations for years.
At the moment, in the 1600m, races of total prize money of $500 or less incur a penalty only in those
races. This should be maintained. In the 2012-13 season it was category 3 & 4 races. I was not
notified by the board of the changes in these groupings for the 2013-14 season, thus the winner,
South Australian Tim Earle, of the Ararat 1600m ($700 race) was not penalised for his next start at
Maryborough. There needs to be greater communication between what happens at board level
being communicated to the Handicap panel.
Which brings me to the handicapping of interstate runners. On entry to VAL events it is essential
that there be up to date interstate performances supplied with the entry application. SAAL results
were scratchy at best via their website. One interstate runner at a regional meeting was a perfect
example. No VAL performances in the past 5 years which I could access, no SAAL performances
submitted. No up to date performances submitted the handicap must be withheld!
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Regarding new runners, it is essential the performances submitted on their registration form be
passed on to the handicapper. This is not always the case and needs to be more consistent. Having
said this, some coaches/trainers are particularly vigilant when reporting results from competition
outside VAL ranks. Many thanks to Shane McKenzie and Nick Fiedler who were prompt with
reporting the results of their runners, particularly junior runners who would often record PB’s in AV
or other competition.
The introduction of the Under 20’s 800m was a great innovation, with 42 athletes competing in the
event over the season. The first event held at the VRTA Meadowglen Carnival was the most difficult
to handicap, with most being new to VAL ranks. Fortunately the racing was quite competitive. As the
season progressed and I became more familiar with the athletes, the finishes became closer.
Burramine saw the first 5 runners finishing within two tenths of each other. Hopefully these events
will introduce young runners to the VAL that will go to compete in the open events for years to
come.
I feel the 13 years lower age limit is right for these junior events. There has been talk of lowering the
age limit for the open events to 13. I personally feel, from a handicapping point of view, that this is
too young. Novice and junior events fine. Starting a 13 year old off the novice mark in 550, 800,
1600 and 3200m events is a recipe for youngsters to be smashed and be disgruntled and leave the
sport. Conversely starting 13 year olds on larger marks will probably incur the ire of established
runners. Even though they would be OGA, pulling runners back as they improve is never popular
with athletes and coaches and always requires lengthy explanation and justification.
As the season went on, the 550m 800m and 1600m participation numbers improved but are well
short of several seasons ago. At Maryborough the 800m race was reduced to a final only. Though
with 24 entrants and 19 starting I feel there should have been two heats and a final. Entries, though
small, it was still too large a field for a final only.
The handicapping for the Stawell Women’s 800 was made difficult with no Keilor meeting on the
calendar, Bendigo withdrawing the Women’s event from their program and the Ringwood event
being held after Stawell handicaps had been declared. Fortunately due to recent performances being
supplied by trainers and the VAL office the Stawell event was a close fought affair. Some
adjustments in this event were suggested by the Handicap Review Panel (HRP) which were of
benefit. Some other suggestions I disagreed with and based on those runners past times and there
subsequent performance at Stawell, my “sticking to my guns” was vindicated. I would recommend
more women’s 800 events during the season.
Invitation races such as the Herb Hedemann Mile at Stawell feature many athletes that do not
perform on the VAL. This makes handicapping more difficult than that of handicapping regular
runners. The final field is not available until about a fortnight before Stawell. Getting handicaps
ready is a rush and getting them to Stawell Athletic Club is on a tight timeline. Consequently the
handicaps that appeared on the web page (the correct marks) and that that appeared in the official
program had differences in three cases. The HRP had some suggestions that assisted with the setting
of the handicaps, however suggestions of 5m adjustments to what I had handicapped was
unnecessary.
It was good to see five 3200m events on the Calendar, however in most cases the fields were fairly
poor. Two of the 3200 events were held before Christmas with poor fields. The bigger 3200s at
Wangaratta and Ballarat also attracted fields below expectations. Even with a 600m limit to
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accommodate more runner’s fields are disappointing. The 600m limit is manageable at all meetings
but would not be at Stawell.
The time may have come to revert to ONE 3200m event at Stawell unless numbers improve
markedly. With fast 3000m runners entering (e.g. Mottram, Dineen) in recent year’s adjustments
have to be made to the rest of the field, meaning more than half the field don’t fit under the 400m
Stawell limit. The Frontmarkers race enables the rest to be able to race, but the numbers are poor,
the field strung out and the race not being a great spectacle.
Nevertheless, the 3200m race has been a feature of VAL calendar for years. It would be sad to see its
demise. I implore clubs that have a 3200m event in their carnivals to continue to do so. It is up to the
VAL to promote them and the athletes to support the events.
I was saddened to hear of the demise of the Burramine Gift event. Another great meeting from up
the Murray gone. Having joined Lavington, Barooga, Bright and Yarroweyah as now past run
meetings. Many thanks to the tireless work done by Frances Connell and her team that have held
the meeting together for years. Wangaratta and Albury remain the only meetings from that part of
the state. It’s a must that athletes support these meetings to ensure their survival.
Thanks to the support of the many clubs that hold and promote meetings that keep the sport of
professional athletics alive. To my fellow handicappers, stewards and officials that I have worked
with over the past few years: John Holloway, Bill Sutton, Graeme Goldsworthy, Darryl Nettleton and
Wally Meechan in particular ….. Many thanks. It has been wonderful. The board has decided, for
whatever reasons, to appoint as different distance handicapper for season 2014 -15. I wish him or
her well.
Graeme J Watkins
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Sue Dunbar
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Please observe a minute’s silence
Ted Connell
Gerald Hutchinson
Rod Stacey
John Paatch
Derek King
Nick Tsitimbinis
Bob Woodbridge
Warren Vines
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SPONSORS
The Victorian Athletic League wishes to thank its sponsors for the 2013/2014
season. Support the sponsors that are supporting the development of your
sport.

29

NOTES…

30

